
February 15, 1973 

nrs. David A. Miller 
1915 Sandy Court 
Hanofield, Ohio 44904 

Dear Mrs. Miller: 

To t he  b e s t  of my knowledge, hya l ine  membrane d i sease  is not 
h e r i t a b l e .  
ha l f  month-old son. 

There should be no f u r t h e r  problems with your th ree  and one- 

Dr. McFarlane is cor rec t  i n  t h a t  the  condition is more common 
i n  babies of d i a b e t i c  women but t he  reason is not known. Yes, indeed, 
t he re  is much research going on i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  some of it: being done by 
grantees of the  March of Dimes. 

I should th ink  t h a t  if you keep the  record of your own p o t e n t i a l  
d i a b e t i c  state and follow the  recommended treatment,  the chance of having 
another i n fan t  with t h i s  lung problem is considerably less than 90%. It 
usually happens to  small babies born ahead of time, but  s ince  you had 
ges t a t  iona 1 diabe tes  he  weighed 8 ix  pound8 , 14 ounces . 

There are some new tests vhich would he lp  i n  determining whether 
your next baby is making enough enzymes t o  allow him t o  be de l ivered  sa fe ly .  
I'm s u r e  t h a t  D r .  McFarlanc knows about Dr .  Louis Glucb's t e a t  f o r  sphingo- 
myelin-lecithin r a t i o ,  determined from amniotic f l u i d  toward the  end of 
pregnancy. 

Thank you f o r  wr i t i ng  me.  

S incere  1 y yours , 

Virgin ia  Apgrr, M.D., M.P.H. 


